
2011.09.01
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Hello and welcome to 5D! Students have settled in to Room 12 and are very quickly learning class routines and expectations. These first few days back at school are filled with a lot of information and your child may have already shared some with you. This note should help clarify items that may still be confusing. 

Fees - Instructional fees for Grades 4-6 are $65. These can be paid for through Mrs. Kallal at the Office. You can also send this money to school with your child.
A Request From the Office – Please phone the Office first thing in the morning if you know your child will be away that day. This is such a help when keeping track of over 500 children!!
The Den – The Den is open and operating as usual. Den passes can now be used to purchase milk.
Goal Setting and Planning Meetings – I’m looking forward to meeting with you and your child on either Sept. 26 or 28. A note regarding this will be sent home around mid-month.
School Advisory Council – 5D is in need of a parent representative for our PAC. If you are able to help out with this, please let me know. Meetings will now be held bi-monthly.
Agendas/Planners - All students in 5D are expected to record things such as unfinished class work, projects, test dates, and special events in their agendas. The plastic pouch at the very front will be where notes, permission forms and newsletters will be placed.
As this is a learning experience, I will be checking the children’s planners each day and initialing them. Using these planners helps students to continue to develop their organizational skills as well as a sense of responsibility. 
Your assistance is needed in this as well. Each evening, check to see what is recorded in your child’s planner. If all the work gets done (including reading and recording number of pages read), please put your initials beside mine. If only some things are done, please initial beside the items that have been completed. 

Also, it would be greatly appreciated if you would write a note in your child’s agenda if you know in advance that he or she will be away. I can then make sure to collect his or her missed school work, as well as let the Office know of the absence.
***Please also use the agenda to write your child a note when necessary regarding where he or she is to go after school. We realize that plans may change at the last moment, but doing this whenever you can saves us all a lot of time!***
Homework and Daily Reading – Students are expected to read for at least 20 minutes four times a week. They should also practice their weekly spelling words and basic +, -, x and ÷ facts regularly. Other homework assignments are not given on a regular basis. Children may need to study, or take some time to complete projects and assignments to be ready for the next day’s lessons. Students should generally spend about a half hour each evening on homework. Please give me a call if your child is struggling, or using much more time than that on a regular basis. Assignment expectations can be adjusted, or time management skills further developed.
Home Reading Logs – These are kept on the monthly calendars at the beginning of each month in your child’s agenda. Students have been shown how to record the title of the book as well as the number of pages they read each day. If possible, please initial the calendar square once that day’s reading is done. Reading logs will be checked almost daily until students get used to this routine.
Subject News:

Gym - Mr. McKenna will be 5D’s P.E. teacher Monday through Thursday. Friday gym time will be with me, and will take place outdoors. As a result, proper clothing and footwear is an absolute must for both indoors and outdoors!
Music – 5D has Mr. Schantz for Music on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Math – Our first unit is Number. We will start with developing a repertoire of efficient strategies for multiplying, dividing and estimating. Mental math will also be a focus. Along with this, we will be working on the unit Patterns and Equations. Determining pattern rules to make predictions, and using variables in equations will be that unit’s focus. Please take a few minutes each week to review basic math facts at home. Games as well as worksheets and flashcards can be found on the Internet. Here are some sites that are suitable (these will also be placed in your child’s agenda on page 8 for future reference):

Games: 
· www.aplusmath.com/games/
· www.funbrain.com/math/index.html
· www.aaamath.com/ (look under ‘Math Topics’ for a variety of math concepts with explanations too)

Flashcards:
· www.mathfactcafe.com/home
· www.aplusmath.com/Flashcards/
Worksheets:
·  www.mathfactcafe.com/home (choose ‘Fact Sheets Pre-Made’ then choose ‘Grade Three’ for basic fact work)

· www.superkids.com/aweb/tools/math/index.shtml
· www.lizardpoint.com/math/mathsheet.html
Language Arts – Students will be learning about the various literary genres. A “Reado” card (like a bingo card) will be stapled in the agenda on page 8, to encourage him or her to read books from the different genres. They will also be writing outlines, completing rewrites, and using various sentence openers. Spelling will start with number words the week of September 12th. Students will further their handwriting skills with short periods of daily practice. We will start a novel unit in November. Students are also expected to read an appropriate novel or non-fiction book at home for at least 20 minutes four times a week. Occasionally reading a magazine or comic is certainly acceptable. At the end of each month your child will complete and present a ‘book brag’ to the class. This is a type of oral book report. A list of suggested ideas for this will also be stapled onto page 8 in the agenda and there is a bulletin board full of examples to look at in our classroom. 
***More information about spelling, Reado cards, reading logs and book brags will be sent home in separate notes over the next week or so. Please watch for them! ***

Library – 5D has library on Wednesdays.
Science – We have started the year with a unit on Chemistry. States of matter, carrying out investigations and designing fair tests, recognizing and separating mixtures, making crystals, surface tension, reversible and irreversible changes, and acids and bases will be our focus.
Social Studies – Mr. Michalczuk teaches 5D’s Social. Their first topic is Canada’s geographical regions.
Health – We are starting the year with goal setting, then Nutrition. Virtues work will also take place during health class.

Art – 5D will start the year by creating a name tag for their desks, decorating their art folders, and completing a piece of name art. Any extra art time will be used for projects in the various subject areas.
If you have any questions please feel free to call the school or send a note in your child’s planner. The sooner we discuss confusion or concerns, the better for all of us. By working together, we can make this year a successful one for your child. 
Sincerely,
S. Deshoux
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