WELCOME TO 4T!
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August 2011


Dear Parents and Families of 4T, 

My name is Shayla Tellier, and I feel very privileged to be able to teach your child. I will do my best to encourage the students to work individually and together to make our classroom a positive, safe and motivating learning environment. It will be a year full of academic, developmental and social growth. I believe it is important for me as the teacher, the students and the parents to work as a team in the learning and growing process. I feel strongly that if academics are supported at school and at home, all students can be successful.

Let me tell you a little about myself. I graduated from Concordia University College with an After Degree in Education and before that, completed a Degree in Psychology.  I knew I was going to be a teacher from about the age of five, so I have always volunteered in classrooms and worked in child care and day camps before I became a teacher. I love animals of all types, especially small ones. You will meet my gerbils and frogs this year as they will make our classroom home for the school year. I also have two small dogs at home in St. Albert. I enjoy the outdoors, spending time with family and friends, and I take part in painting classes on a weekly basis. That’s a bit about me, and I look forward to getting to know the parents and students of 4T this year. 

Please see below for some important reminders for this upcoming school year.

Agendas:  Agendas are a great form of communication between school and home. Each day students will write down important information from the day and the spelling words for each week. Notes sent home by me will me or the school will be put in the front pocket. Please initial each day when you read the agenda, so I know the messages are getting to you. Agendas will be checked each morning to ensure there is a signature and every afternoon before they go home to ensure they have written the important information down.   

School Website and My Teacher Page: Our school website is www.westlockelementary.ca. This is an important site as it contains dates for important events, helpful links for students etc. It also has TEACHER PAGES. As the year gets started, I will be starting a teacher page where you and your child can find important information especially for 4T! You can access my teacher page from home by simply going to the school’s website, clicking on ‘Teacher Pages’ on the home page, scrolling down to ‘Grade 4’ and clicking on ‘Ms. Tellier’s Class.’ My teacher page will have links to our class newsletters, topics we are covering in class, important dates (events, quizzes etc), spelling words and other helpful links. 

Snacks and Lunch: Students will have two five minute snack breaks (before morning and afternoon recess) and a 20 minute lunch break. Students ARE allowed to have a water bottle on their desk during the day, but it must be plastic with a lid and only filled with water. 

Class Pictures:
Pictures normally take place the first week of October. All forms of payment must be submitted on the day pictures are taken. More information on this will be sent home.

Scholastic Book Orders:
Scholastic book orders will be sent home monthly. If you are ordering from scholastic, please send a cheque made out to Scholastic Canada. Thank you.

Homework: 
I believe homework helps students with organization, responsibility, time management and accountability. You can help your child see the importance of homework by helping to provide a learning atmosphere at home and ensuring that homework/activities in the agenda are being done.
· In Grade 4 there will not be a lot of homework, but some homework examples may be 
· Catching up on missed or incomplete work
· Nightly reading (pleasure or book reports)
· Working on long term projects
· Practice sheets or study guides sent home to reinforce skills
· There is an expectation that students are practicing their spelling words and reading every night.  Spelling: Students will get their spelling words on Monday and have their spelling quiz on Friday of most weeks.  Reading: At the Grade 4 level, students are expected to be reading at least 15 minutes each night. A reading log and more information on this will be sent home within the next few weeks. 
· Students will also be expected to study for quizzes and tests throughout the year. These dates will be written in the agenda and will also be on my teacher page. 
Parent Council:
Please let me know if you are interested in being involved with Parent Council.

Getting in Contact with me: Please feel free to call me at the school (780) 349-3385 or email at stellier@phrd.ab.ca.  Email is probably the quickest way to get in contact with me.  

During this school year we will learn and grow together, and we will have many celebrations to share.  I’m looking forward to a great year!

Ms. Tellier

Please fill out and return the yellow “Goals for this Year” sheet as soon as possible.
Goals for this Year: 2011 -2012
[image: C:\Users\Shayla\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\P2U8PCE4\MC900336265[1].WMF]Thank you for taking the time to fill out these questions. These questions will help set the direction of your child’s needs and learning and will help me to get to know your child better.   I would also like to get communication information. 
          Student Name: ________________
Mothers name: ______________________ Number you can be reached at: ______________
Fathers name: ______________________  Number you can be reached at: ______________
Email address(es): ____________________________________________________________
What is the best way to contact you about your child? _______________________________
What are some of your child’s strengths? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are some things that you feel will help your child succeed at school?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are some goals (social and academic) you have for your child this year?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Does your child have any medical problems or allergies that I should be aware of? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If there is any other information that you think is important for me to know, please write it below, or we can discuss it at P-T-S Interviews at the end of September. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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