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Students are over half way through their Patterns and Equations unit. They are learning to: determine the pattern rule and make accurate predictions, use an equation for a given problem where a letter represents an unknown number (variable) and solve one-step equations with one variable. The test for this unit will be later in February.

Students are also practicing 2x1 and 2x2 digit multiplication. Methods need to make sense mathematically and be efficient as well. One strategy is to separate numbers into their components using place value. For example,

94 x 25 =         (94 x 20)            +           (94 x 5)
	= (90x20) + (4 x 20)     +   (90 x 5) + (4 x 5)
	=   1800     +     80         +      450     +    20

Students are working on a Literacy Place unit called Snapshots. Questioning, predicting, retelling, character traits and vocabulary development are our focus. In writing, we are finishing illustrated copies of our fractured fairy tales. Our next project is a biography. The children have been asked to decide ahead of time who they would like to write about. Please take a moment to chat with your child about whom he/she has chosen, and perhaps come up with a couple of alternate choices, just in case the first choice does not work out. 

We are nearing the end of the Weather unit. Clouds, air pressure, weather forecasts and dressing for the weather will be our focus for February. Because this unit is lengthy and has many learning outcomes (I Can statements) the children will receive a study guide along with a set of Super Sleuth Review pages in mid-February. Please take some time each Wednesday to review the material to ensure your child is ready for the 





unit test at the end of the month. Studying with an adult is absolutely essential. 
If your child is participating in this year’s Science Fair, they need to bring home a bright yellow booklet. The first page is to be signed by you and returned to school by Feb. 13 at the latest.

With Mr. Michalczuk, the children continue to learn about Canada’s history and culture while work on their web pages and a variety of other technology skills.   
 
· February 9 & 10 – Teachers’ Convention
· February 13 – Science Fair parent sheet due
· February 14 – Nutrients test
· February 17 –approximate date for second Grade 5 Progress Report; Hot Dog Day; Town Family Dance
· February 20 – Family Day
· February 24 – CPF School Family Dance
· February 29 – Early dismissal at 2:18
· March 20 – Westlock Local ATA Science Fair (W.E.S. entry deadline March 13)

Please keep sending your child with proper outdoor clothing, especially on Fridays when we have gym outside. 5D also needs just a few more old ties to use as pinnies or markers during this outdoor PE class. 
An enormous THANK YOU to all of you who regularly check homework, initial agendas and assist children with recording home reading – you deserve a pat on the back! Your time and effort are greatly appreciated!
Please take a moment to check out the general school information as well as individual teacher pages at www.westlockelementary.ca/
