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Dear Parents of 4T,
 
WELCOME BACK!

I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays! We went out with a bang with some excellent Christmas concerts, and I look forward to starting the New Year with everyone fresh and rested!  I can already tell these next few months are going to fly by. 

[image: http://anysportanytime.ca/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/OilKings.jpg]Oil Kings Game: As you know, on January, 25th we will be going to the Oil Kings game. The students will stay at school, and we will have pizza and snacks, get on a bus to enjoy the game and will be back at the school about 11:00 pm. Please be sure there is someone at Westlock Elementary to pick up your child. We will not allow any children to walk home on this night. 

What are we learning?

LA: In Language Arts we will continue with creative writing. In reading, we have begun our Literacy Place Unit. Students are in groups with other readers at their levels. After being modelled a reading strategy, students will read their book and have time to practice this strategy. I am confident the students will enjoy their book and the activities that go along with it. 

MATH: We have started our multiplication and division unit. Please see the attached page for more information about this unit and a multiplication game that can be played at home to help reinforce the skills they are learning in class. 

SCIENCE:  Students will continue with the unit ‘Waste in Their World’ with Mrs. Jones.

SOCIAL: We have completed Topic A: Our Land in Alberta, and we are now onto Topic B: History, Stories and People of Alberta. In this unit, we will take a look into the past and learn what Alberta was like in the past, the people that lived here and how they lived with respect for the land. I encourage you to have a discussion with your children about stories you have heard about the past. 


EXTRA! EXTRA!
· Please remind your children to come with appropriate winter clothing EVERYDAY!

· If you have you questions, comments or concerns, please email me at stellier@phrd.ab.ca or call me at the school (780) 349 – 3385.

 Why was the broom late?          What kind of hair does the ocean have?
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            It over swept!                                                                            Wavy!


Important Dates:

Monday, Jan 23 – Pizza Day

Friday, Jan 27 – Alberta Opera is coming to WES to perform ‘Pinocchio’

Thursday, Feb 9 and Friday, Feb 10 - Teachers Convention – No School

Monday, Feb 20   - Family Day – No School 

Wednesday, Feb 29 – Early Dismissal 	
To Parents and Adults at Home…
Your child’s class is starting a mathematics unit on multiplication and division.  Multiplication and division are basic computational skills that children will use often, and skills that children must master to succeed in higher levels of mathematics. The focus of this unit is on developing strategies for multiplying and dividing with whole numbers. Children will identify patterns on multiplication charts, use mental math, and pose and solve problems.
In this unit, your child will:
Use different mental math strategies to multiply and divide.
Multiply by 0, 1, and 10. 
Divide by 1.
Recall multiplication and division facts.
Identify and describe patterns in a multiplication chart.
Relate multiplication and division.
Pose and solve story problems using multiplication and division.
Write and solve equations.
We use multiplication and division in many day-to-day situations. 
Encourage your child to practise the multiplication facts from 1  1 to 9  9. Talk with your child about the strategies you use to recall these facts. 
Here is an activity you can do at home:
Multiplication Challenge
Remove the jokers and face cards from a deck of playing cards.
Shuffle the cards. Divide them into two equal piles.
Keep 1 pile and give the other pile to your child.
Each player turns over two cards and multiplies the numbers 
on the cards.
An ace counts as 1.
The player with the greater answer takes the cards.
Continue playing until one player runs out of cards
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