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Dear Parents,
It has been a wonderful start to the school year. All the students in 4T have been working hard and it’s been great getting to know everyone. I enjoyed meeting all the parents at    P-T-S interviews and I look forward to touching base again soon.  Here are a couple reminders about the upcoming month:
· Swimming starts on Tuesday, October 11. We will go swimming every Tuesday for six weeks. Please remind students to pack all their swim gear and parents, feel free to come to the pool (2-3pm) to watch your child swim. 
· Magazine Drive fundraiser has started! Please see the package that was sent home and ask your child about it for more information. 
· It is very important students are reading at least 20 minutes a night! Reading will help improve comprehension in all subjects.
· Stay tuned for classroom updates and useful links on my teacher pages on the Westlock Elementary Website homepage. 
· We have library every Monday. This is a time for students to return last week’s books and get some new reading material for the upcoming week. It is important students remember to bring their library books to school on Mondays.
· We are now collecting Food bank items to help people who need it during this fall season. If you are able to donate some non-perishable food items, please put them in the brown paper bag that was sent home and return the bag to school with your child. Thank you in advance for your support.  
· As weather get cooler, it is extremely important that all students have appropriate outside clothing and winter footwear. Please ensure your child leaves the house with proper clothing each morning.
Important Dates:
Oct 7: No School
Oct 13: Picture Day!
Oct 10: No School – Thanksgiving
Oct 17: Field Trip to Leduc to learn about the Oil Sands in Alberta.
Oct 26: Early Dismissal
October 27 – Field Trip to Profiles Art Gallery 
[image: C:\Users\Shayla\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\14OMRRYQ\MC900441896[1].WMF]October 28 – Halloween Parade and Party in the afternoon
Oct 31-Nov 4 - Scholastic Book Fair
Nov 14 - No School for Remembrance Day

 WHAT YOUR CHILD IS LEARNING AT SCHOOL THIS MONTH:
Language Arts: We are doing a Fairy Tale unit right now that will focus on both reading and writing. Students will be doing various activities such as re-telling Fairy Tales, looking at various perspectives of Fairy Tale characters, writing diary entries from the point of view of a character they read about and finally, writing their own Fractured Fairy Tale.
We will also tie in Language Arts into Social when we write about the regions of Alberta. We will be doing descriptive paragraphs, poems and detailed sentences about Alberta. Stop by our classroom to see these masterpieces! 
Math: We have started the unit on Patterns and Relations. Students are learning to:
· identify and describe patterns found in tables and charts
· translate among different representations of a pattern, such as a table, a chart or concrete materials
· represent, describe and extend a pattern and relationships using charts and tables to solve problems
· identify and explain mathematical relationships using charts and diagrams to solve problems

Social: We are currently studying the regions of Alberta. Students are learning to:

· locate Alberta on a map
· use direction and scale to locate places in Alberta & Canada
· locate the 6 regions of Alberta
· understand the unique features  like landforms, water, natural vegetation and climate in each region
· understand why it is important to take care of our land

Science: Students are studying the plant unit with Mrs. Jones. Students will learn:

·  the structure and growth of plants by raising plants in the classroom and by observing plant growth within the community. 
· to recognize and describe different forms of leaves, stems, roots and flowers and learn their functions in supporting the growth and reproduction of the plant. 
· various ways of starting new plants and the plants’ requirements for growth. 

Through hands-on activities, students learn that different plants have different needs, and they gain skills and attitudes for their care.
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