
Ecole Westlock Elementary School
Advisory Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 27, 2011
In Attendance:  Stacy Howse, Terry Anderson, Shirley Craig, Kathryn Quist, Kerri Wiegand, Shauna Williston, Pam Kawulych, Paula Mielke, Diane St. Louis, Doug Fleming, Dan McDonald, Linda Arndt, Wade & Latanya Neufeld, Michelle Ruttan, Jennifer Bushaw

1.0 Open Meeting and Welcome to new school year – 7:05 p.m. – Stacy
2.0 Adoption of Agenda – 1st Kathryn, 2nd Shauna
3.0 Adoption of Prior Minutes – 1st Latanya, 2nd Kerri
4.0 Friends of WES – Kerri Wiegand
- Playground is done – yay!

- Supervisor for installing cost $2,100 but Stacy put in way more work than that so a HUGE thank you and a gift was given to Stacy

- More fundraising – this year coffee, tea, and hot chocolate magazine orders

- Compost bin – looking into

- Anyone is welcome to join the Friends of WES meeting at 6:40 before SAC meeting

5.0
Canadian Parents for French (CPF) – given by Stacy

- 65% membership fees collected go back to WES CPF

- Exchange students met with Grade 6 students

- Last week of school, annual grade 6 pizza party

- $3000 books for French classrooms

- On Oct 14 we will present 2 scholarship awards of $300 each to recent RF Staples  graduates that are enrolled in French in a Post-Secondary school

- Justin Blaze – November 18 concert for entire school & private meeting with winning

class

- October 22nd CPF Executive to go to AB Conference in Edmonton

- Annual family dance date TBA

6.0
Principal’s Report – Terry Anderson


- Mobile Lab – wireless laptops; still waiting for bill


- Ipads


- School Website – lots of info; teacher pages


- Slideshow – The School of Awesome – positive moments


- Enrolment – last year 561, now at 558; changes almost every day


- Needed new classroom for extra Grade 3’s; cleaned out East Conference room and functional classroom was ready within a week (considered Science lab but didn’t work)


- Portable classroom coming sometime in future


- Change in French Immersion – specific teachers for certain subjects in grades 4, 5,


and 6 (Social, Science, etc.); Homeroom teachers still teach LA & Math


- PAT results – Excellent; consistently above average for both grades 3 and 6


- Magazine Drive – starting next Wednesday


- Also will be participating in Food Bank Drive


- Staffing Update – Vernon Glebe starting


- Newspaper Article – Lord’s Prayer in St. Albert school up for discussion after Father


Complained


- Liked Kathryn’s positive Letter to the Editor about O Canada at WES


- Fire Drills – 6 Drills during year including 1 Lockdown Drill


- Lockdowns can be traumatic to kids – need to prepare them – handout given to parents to look over and make suggestions


- Happy with electronic surveillance system and automatic doors


- Continuing with Virtues, rotating them:



Sept/Oct – Respect & Responsibility



Nov/Dec – Empathy



Jan – Self-Control



Feb – Kindness



Mar – Acceptance (used to be Tolerance)



Apr – Honesty



May – Perseverance



June – Review of All


New Theme – Shirley Introduced after visit to West Coast



Totem Triumph



Totem Tremors



Complete Totem Pole



Parent Newsletters (input welcome!)



Provide further resources (website, etc.)



Pam Griffiths (possible cultural events)



Meet through year to keep it alive



Animals to represent virtues – Buffalo, Eagle, Bear, Turtle, etc.

7.0 Trustee’s Report – Doug Fleming
- Accountability Report

- St. Mary’s early entrance date (February 28th) / Pembina Hills (December 31st)

 up for discussion

- International Field Trip – Italy and France

- Preliminary Enrolment – may have stabilized

- Dapp, Fawcett, Jarvie having some trouble

- Education in Rural Alberta – close a school, essentially close a community

- May broadcast School Board Meetings

- Need to find a way to give better voice to our students and parents – may involve SAC chairs, etc.

8.0 Next Meeting – Tuesday, November 29, 2011
9.0 Elections:

Co-Chairs – Stacy Howse, Amie Brett


Co-Secretaries – Donna Lawrence (minutes), Kathryn Quist (extras)


SAC Executive – Paula Mielke, Jennifer Bushaw, Diane St. Louis, Latanya Neufeld

10.0 Adjournment – 8:19 p.m. – Stacy 

