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CURRICULUM UPDATES:
Language Arts:
 
Language Arts is reading, writing and word work. Students have already done some writing about themselves and we have done some Grade 3 spelling words review.
 In the next few weeks, 
I will 
be 
doing some individual 
and group 
reading with the students to find out where they are at.  We will be talking about what good readers do while they read (comprehension strategies), how to find good books at their level and then we will move to our Fairy Tale U
nit which involves reading and writing activities. 
Math:
 
We are starting the year with time. Students will be able to 
read and record time using 
analog
 and 
digital
 
clocks
 and 
read and record calendar dates
. 
 We will then move on to Patterns 
and
 Equations. 
Social
:
 
In Grade 4 Social Studies, our focus is on Alberta.  
Our first Social unit will be mapping
 and then we will move into examining the various regions in 
Alberta 
.
 During this unit, your child will be able to:
tell you where Alberta is on the map
u
se direction and scale to locate places in Alberta & Canada
 
t
ell you the 6 regions of Alberta
u
nderstand the unique features  like landforms, water, natural vegetation and climate in each region
u
nderstand why it is important to take care of our land
Science:
 
Mrs. Jones teaches 4T Science. They are starting with the unit on Plants. Please see her teacher page for more details. 
Please refer to my teacher page for what we are learning, projects we a
re doing, etc
)It has been a great start to the new school year! It has been wonderful to meet many of the parents and get to know the students. I believe that communication between home and school is extremely important and I do believe it will make for a much more successful year.  In regards to this, I will read the agendas daily, I have a teacher page on the WES website for curriculum in formation (and much more) and I will send home newsletters monthly. I look forward to discussing the goals for your child at P-T-S interviews at the end of September. Until then, if you have questions, concerns or comments, please stop in the classroom before or after school, email me at stellier@phrd.ab.ca or call the school. 
 (
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E
xtra materials at home
 
for
Haunted Houses?
For our Halloween Art project we are going to be making haunted houses. We will be making these in ea
rly October and will need scrap
s of wood
! Scraps of wood in any shape or size
 will work!
 We will also need
 
24 -
 30
cm by 30cm bases
 made out of plywood
.  If you are able to provide bases or cut bases please contact me by email or at the school.
 
Thank you!
) (
The 
Den:
T
he Den is up an
d
 running this year. For those new to our school, The Den is a small cafeteria where stude
nts can buy lunch. Everyday there is a main m
eal that is $3.50. A calendar i
s sent home
 each month
 showing which main meals are on which day. There is also soup, wraps and other snacks that are available to the students. 
Once a month there will also
 
be
 
h
ot lunch days. 
 
More
 
information
 on this will be 
sent
 home closer to the hot lunch days
.
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HOME READING PROGRAM:
It is that time of year again. As I am sure you know
,
 it is very important your child is reading at home EVERY night. The more practice your child has with reading
, the better.
 According to 
www.best-books-for-kids.com
, reading will help kids in the following ways: 
 
they 
will
 better
 understand what they are reading (will work 
on reading
 strategies in class
 as well
)
, it improves concentration,
 it teaches them about the world, it helps to improve vocab
ulary, it creates imagination, 
helps develop empathy as children relate to the characters in the book, relaxes the body and will help students in all subject areas. 
Please help to support your 
child’s
 reading by allowing them time and a quiet space to read each night. In Grade 4, students are expected to be reading 
at least
 20 minutes every night.
In our class we will have a reading program and it will work as follows. Each night 
(including weekends) 
when your child reads for 
at least 20 minutes
 please write the name of the book, how long he/she read for and sign your name in the 
monthly calendar at the front of the agenda
. Every morning, we will document how many minutes your child has read for the night before (weekends count 
each
 week). If at the end of the week, if they ha
ve 140
 minutes 
(20 minutes x 7 days) 
or more, they will get to choose a prize from the treasure box. If there 
is
 no signature/book/minutes recorded in the monthly calendar box, they will not get minutes for that night. 
We have discussed how it is the 
student’s
 responsibility to get you to sign
 their agenda 
signed
 if they read.
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ASSESSMENT:
In division two (Grades 4-6), we will use the following chart for recording and communicating marks. When your child gets a mark of A, B, B+, C, C+ or N, it is important to understand 
what exactly that letter means
 and not what their exact mark or ‘percentage’ is. You will see 
less percentages
 and more letter grades when marks are communicated to you. Please become familiar with the words in the chart as this will tell you where your child is at regarding the Grade 4 curriculum material. 
Limited
      
Acceptable
       
Proficient
       
Excellent
N
C :
 minimally acceptable
C+ :
 basic but partial
B :
 usually
B+ :
 consistently
A
Achievement is 
not yet
 at an acceptable level.
The student demonstrated 
inadequate 
achievement of outcomes.
(intervention necessary)
Achievement i
s 
marginally
 adequate.
The student demonstrated 
basic but partial
 and/or 
inconsistent achievement
 of outcomes.
(potentially at risk)
Achievement that is 
competent
.
The student 
consistently
 demonstrated 
well developed
 achievement of outcomes.
Achievement that is r
efined
.
The student 
consistently
 demonstrated in 
depth and broad
 achievement of the outcomes
)
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