Sept. 6, 2011

Dear Parents of 1G,[image: image1.jpg]




Welcome parents and students to grade one French immersion. 

This newsletter terminates with a note that I hope you will all sign and return by Friday September 9. 

If you haven’t yet sent in your school fees ($65 plus $25 for school supplies) or your box of Kleenex, please do so.

I expect that this week more students will start taking the bus home. Please make sure that I know the bus # and driver’s name when that happens. No-one else gives me that information.

The following are some “housekeeping” items, about the routines in 1G.

Please make sure I always have current information on where your child is to go after school each day, or about who is picking up your child.  Please remember that when your child’s after school schedule differs from the usual, I need a note from you to authorize that change.  It is actually easier for me if you enclose the note in the agenda (More on the agendas in a later newsletter…they haven’t arrived yet.) I can then pin the note by the classroom door as a reminder. But you’d better write the message in the agenda too, in case the note disappears.  It is not enough that the student tells me how the after school plans have changed. There must be official notification from the parents. This is in the interest of the safety of the individual student. In the case of unavoidable last minute changes, you may contact Mrs. Hickle in the office. In general, the agenda is intended to be used to communicate things such as changes to the after school schedule, and you are strongly encouraged to use it for that purpose.

I’d like to give you an idea of some of the classroom routines that may be different than those of kindergarten. First of all, grade one will have two snack times and one lunch period. I ask students to eat only one item at first snack, so you may want to discuss with your child what that item will be. I also request that students only open recloseable drinks at snack times. If they don’t have a recloseable drink, students may have a drink of water at the water fountain. 

At lunch I ask students to eat at least half their main meal or sandwich first. I will supervise this at first. I also instruct students to save one thing for afternoon snack.  Non-recloseable drinks, such as tetrapaks, may be opened at lunch, on the assumption that the students will finish them during the longer lunch period. We do have a microwave available, but please make food requiring microwaving a treat and don’t send it every day. Because there are sometimes long lineups, I limit each individual’s time at the microwave to 45 seconds. Even with this limit, when there are long lineups students end up with insufficient time to eat. N.B. The microwave is available only during lunch hour, not snacktime. Please ensure that any container is “microwave-safe.” Thermoses, which at least in theory contain enclosed air, will not be put in the microwave because of the risk that they may blow up. 

Please ensure that your child has any utensils they may need for their lunch. The grade one room is less well equipped than the kindergarten room. Plus I don’t like doing dishes, so we run out of utensils rather quickly. (I’d like to avoid disposable utensils. When we talk about what we can do for the environment in Social Studies, avoiding waste will be the main theme.)

If you are worried about what your child is eating or not eating, please let me know. Perhaps I can supervise him or her more closely. N.B.: This year, as last, WES will be having a recess before lunch. It is thought that this way students are more likely to actually eat their lunch, and that they will settle down to work more quickly in the afternoon.


Students are allowed to have a water bottle on their desk. Please note that water bottles must be the kind with little pop up lids. Caps that have to be screwed off mean there is a risk of spillage. Water bottles may contain only water. If a water bottle is being misused (spraying, making puddles), or is too much of a distraction (always in the mouth when the student is supposed to be repeating), it will be sent home. I will try to remember to send them all home on Fridays for washing.

Please label all footwear and clothing that will be taken off at school. It makes it much easier to track down if it goes missing.
Periodically I will send home orders for Scholastic books. I will always send  home the orders on the first school day of the week. They are due on the last school day of the week. So today’s orders are due on Friday. Please send cheques made to Scholastic with your order. If you send cash, I have to write the cheque myself. If you send in an amount different from the total, requiring me to send back change, that may only happen at the end of the week when I am compiling the order. Differences of only a few cents over  will be ignored.

Class list: I like to distribute to parents a class list that includes the student’s name, both parents’ names and the home telephone number. I like to think that this makes it easier for you to arrange play dates outside school and to help your child foster new friendships. If you prefer not to have your personal information on a class list to be distributed to parents, then please send the slip back with that message.
Please call with any questions or concerns.



Karen Green
school  349-3385      home 961-4013

Please complete and return this note by Friday  September 9.

I will keep this information in a file in my desk and it will expedite my contacting you in case of emergency, especially if my computer or the system is down. If I have ordered the contacts incorrectly for your situation, please make changes as necessary.
Child’s name ______________________

1. Mother’s name _______________________

Try to contact first at _________________(home, cell, work. Circle one.)
Second number _________________(home, cell, work. Circle one.)

Third number _________________(home, cell, work. Circle one.)

2. Father’s name _______________________

Try to contact first at _________________(home, cell, work. Circle one.)

Second number _________________(home, cell, work. Circle one.)

Third number _________________(home, cell, work. Circle one.)

3. Contact’s name _______________________

Try to contact first at _________________(home, cell, work. Circle one.)

Second number _________________(home, cell, work. Circle one.)

Third number _________________(home, cell, work. Circle one.)

Child’s name _________________________

This is where my child is to go after school:

I hereby consent to the inclusion my child’s name, the parents’ or guardians’ names, and the home phone number in a class list to be distributed to all parents of 1G.

Name _____________________  Date_________________

OR

Include this information and only this information on the class list to be distributed to all parents of 1G:

Name_______________________   Date______________________

