September 9, 2011

Dear Parents of 1G,

Wow! Summer in Mexico! At least it feels like it. The classroom has been going up to 26º C each day. You should know that even in winter our classroom tends to be hot, and may reach 23° C. It is a good idea to have your child dress in layers. I never wear a heavy sweater inside, even in winter.

Library day will be Thursdays and we began this week. I encourage students to take two books: one French and one English. The English book you can read to your child, and the French book gives you something to explore together. If you are French-speaking and would prefer two French books, please let me know. Right now the students have free choice of books. I think it’s great if they choose information books. Sometimes a student will choose a chapter book, but I discourage that. Please remember to send the library books back to school on Thursdays. If you would like your child to keep the books longer, please send them in for renewal. (And tell your child this means showing the books to Mme Green and not putting them in the box.) Otherwise, when the books come back late, the computer won’t let the student take out more books until we dig the old books out of the return box and check them in. That creates bottlenecks when a lot of students are standing in line waiting to get their books checked out. So please send all library books in each week, either for renewal or return.

Please note that milk and Den meals are now available every day. Note that some prices have increased since last year. Please check the menu. Milk passes may be purchased from the Den for $10.00. Den passes are available for $20.00. These may be applied towards milk too. Please note that on hot dog and pizza days, the Den is closed. Hot dog and pizza days are bad days to send microwaveable items too, as I am busy attending to the distribution of the special meals and cannot attend to the microwave. I will try to remember to have students note those days in their agenda, but sometimes that fails to happen. It is therefore a good idea to note hot dog and pizza days on your home calendar as soon as you receive notice.

More about the microwave: microwave use is restricted to microwave safe containers and the time is limited to 45 seconds per student. Students may access the microwave only at lunchtime, and not at snack. I generally don’t heat up sandwiches unless there happens to be no line up that day. It is time-consuming when a student stands in the line up for the Den and then comes back with something he or she wants microwaved and then has to stand in line again. Please try to avoid that circumstance. The eating period is twenty minutes long.

Thanks for attending to including utensils in the lunch kits as necessary. I only had one student ask for a utensil this week! 

The grade six sell ice cream on Fridays at $1.50 each. Note that I let students keep their own milk passes, Den passes and ice cream money. The Den passes and milk passes will go home in the students’ lunch boxes and you may decide when to send them in. Grade one students may go to the Den by themselves. I encourage students to come in quickly after recess and go straight to the Den, washing their hands for lunch only upon their return. That way they can avoid standing in a long lineup. You may want to seriously consider enclosing the money or pass in an envelope on which you have written what your child is to buy. That way you can be a little more sure that the children are getting what you wanted them to. On Fridays the students with ice cream money line up at the classroom door to buy their own ice cream.

I would ask that you not send money for your child to buy a treat or an ice cream for a friend. I allowed that for a while last year, as some parents wanted to do that. But then students were vying to be the one that got the treat, and it wasn’t very nice. 

It is a good idea to label all clothing and footwear that comes to school. That way when the item is misplaced or claimed by someone else, getting the item back to the owner is easier. 

Hopefully this will be it for housekeeping items for a while. I hope you find the information helpful. 

Please remember, if you have any questions or concerns, you may call me at school 780-349-3385 or at home 780-961-4013.

Karen Green

