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Dear Parents/Guardians:


A new school year begins at Westlock Elementary! I am excited to be here starting this year with your children, some of you know me as I have already taught your child and I hope to get to know those of you I have not met yet! It is important to me to keep an open and positive relationship with my students’ parents, so please feel free to contact me or stop by the classroom anytime. This is my 15th year of teaching but each year I learn so much from my students and I look forward to knowing your child. This will be an exciting and successful year, as I hope we can work together as a team. Your child’s success depends on so much more than their classroom teacher. Their learning is influenced by everyone within the walls of WES, their friends and of course the members of their family. Each month I will send home a newsletter giving you an idea of the themes and material we will be working on as well as any upcoming events.  In case the letter doesn’t make it home, you will find a copy of the current newsletter on the ‘Parent’s Corner’ wall just inside the classroom. 
As you probably know Westlock Elementary has a strong focus on reading success, therefore, Balanced Literacy will be a large part of the language learning in grade three. We will read together and individually on a daily basis. Research has shown that children who are read to and who are engaged in reading behaviours (looking at books, choral reading, and independent reading) are likely to encounter fewer difficulties when learning to read. For this reason you will find that your child will spend a lot of time involved with literature at school.  I will read from a novel to the children every day, we will have D.I.R.T. (daily independent reading time) and we will begin a home-reading program in mid-September that will help involve you in your child’s learning.

Here are a few important items for you to know about this year:
Agendas

Each student will receive an agenda on the first or second day of class. This will be a very important tool for communication between home and school. I will ask that you be diligent in informing me of any issues regarding your child, such as upcoming absences or concerns or questions that I can help you with. The agenda will also be another way for me to keep open communication with you. It is your child’s responsibility to bring the agenda home every night, as well as bringing it back to school every day.
Lunches
We will have two snacks throughout the day, as well as lunch. Please ensure that you are sending healthy snacks for your child, as proper nutrition is very important to our school as well as your child’s learning. Snack examples may be fruit, vegetables, crackers and cheese, a half sandwich or other low in sugar and high nutritional value items. We have one microwave in the classroom so warm ups are allowed but please do not send things that need water added like macaroni and cheese or noodles etc, that are not cooked. With 28 students in the class and if even half of them have a one minute warm up we are looking at 15 minutes to microwave before munch even begins. Thanks for your understanding.

 Den/Milk Passes

Our school has a lunch “Den” that is available for lunch orders. Please read the school newsletters for information about when the Den will be open and closed. You can send money with your child to but a pass but please let us know in t he agenda what you would like your child to get on the days you prefer him/her to use the pass. Information about milk sales will also be on the school news.

Library
Our class will exchange books on Monday and Friday. The children are able to renew their books if they would like to keep it for an extended period of time. These books are for reading at home. You will receive a bill from Mrs. Howse to cover replacement fees of books that are lost or damaged. 

Homework/ Home Reading
At the grade three level, it is acceptable for your child to have up to half an hour of homework each night. We will be beginning a home reading program in the next week or so. I hope and expect my students to read between 15 to 25 minutes a night. I will use their reading minutes to add to an incentive program for them to earn prizes at the classroom store. A great opportunity for them to learn about money at the same time! Your child will be able to tell you more about this when the program begins. There will be other nights where other assignments are sent home. I understand that situations arise where your child is unable to complete their homework, please send a note to let me know so I can make alternate arrangements.
Lockers
Your child will have a locker this year, directly outside the classroom. I will not be allowing the students to have locks for two reasons. First, they should not have anything in their locker of significant value as it is a school policy that our students do not bring electronics such as I Pods or gaming systems to school. Second, fiddling with locks and forgotten lock numbers can cut into your child’s recess and classroom time. Thank you for your understanding.

Water Bottles
Your child may keep a water bottle on their desk during class time. It will be their responsibility to fill it before class and at breaks. Please ensure that they take their bottle home regularly to be cleaned.

Volunteers
 I am always happy to have parents volunteer in the classroom or at home. I will need some time with the class to establish rules and routines as it is important for us to get to know each other first. If you are interested in helping out in the future, please let me know. 

After School Changes
Please notify myself or the school of any changes in your child’s after school routine or of any absences. You may write in the agenda or contact the school office before 3p.m.

Finally our class is lucky to be able to utilize the expertise and skills of another grade 3 teacher. Mrs. Lisa Siegle. Please see attached letter for further explanation.
Thank you for taking the time to read our class newsletter! I look forward to meeting you, if I haven’t done so already and working with you to make this year a success for your child.  If you need to reach me, please phone me at the school (349-3385) or at home (307-2001). You can also send me an email, I will check at the end of most days! tkemp@phrd.ab.ca
Sincerely,

Tanya Kemp








