
2011.09.06
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Students in 5D have been shown how to record the title of the book(s) they are reading at home, and how many pages they read each day, on the calendar pages in their agendas. They have been asked to have an adult initial the calendar square each time they read. Please encourage them to carefully record both the title and pages read; if they read the same book over the course of a week or two, the title needs to only be recorded once.
Participation in each week’s Preferred Activity Time (PAT) is partially based on your child reading for 20 minutes a minimum of 4 times each week. For whatever reason, there will be times when your child is unable to read. In that case, they will need to read a bit more on other days to make up for any missed day(s). The children have also been told they can split the reading time up between morning and evening, if that is easier. 

Connected to this home reading is a fun and fairly simple report we will call a ‘book brag’, which is based on some of the details in one of the books your child reads that month. These will generally be presented to the class over the last two or three school days of each month. To prepare for this students have a paper stapled to page 8 of their planners, which gives them 75 different ways to share a book. Each month, soon after finishing reading a book and recording it on their calendar pages, your child is to choose one idea from the list and prepare at home to present it to the class. It is best that your child complete this as soon as they finish a book. They can bring their finished book brag in to be stored here as soon as it is done, if that is more convenient. They need to choose a different way from the list each month. Their first ‘book brag’ for this year is due on Tuesday, September 27.
Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to give me a call here at the school, or jot a note in your child’s agenda. 

Sincerely,

S. Deshoux
