Parents, I offer this incomplete but hopefully helpful guide to French phonics and reading.

While there are significant differences between the sounds of the vowels in the two languages, the consonants are essentially the same…with these exceptions:
*h is (almost) always silent in French

*qu sounds like k (not kw  as in quick)

*th is pronounced t

*ch is pronounced like the English sh

*the consonant y sounds like the y in yes. The vowel y sounds like the French i (EEE)

About the vowels:
*i is sounded like the English e (bee) 

*ou in French always sounds like the ou in group (not out)

*oy and oi sound like the wa in water

*au and eau have the long o sound (so)

*accents change the sounds of vowels: è sounds much like the short English e while é has the long a sound  (hay)
About the ends of words: 
*when a word begins with a vowel or a silent h, it is usually joined with the last consonant of the preceding word – it will sound as though your child is reading one word instead of two. (faire la liason)

Ex.: 
les amis

grand enfant
*ez has the long a sound (hay)
*er at the end of a word of two syllables or more also has the long a sound

Ex.: 
donner    manger
    
*an s at the end of a word to indicate the plural is silent. Ex.:  filles







 


           garcons

· the final letter of a word, if a consonant, is often silent.  ex: gens

  part

· When there is a silent e at the end of a word, the last consonant is sounded. Ex.: violet vs. violette





    dont  vs. donne
· With verbs (present tense, plural) ending in ent, the nt is silent. There is no “en” sound. 
   Ex.: ils donnent = il donne in sound

