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VIRTUES PROGRAM


Please note that the Fox VIRTUE we will highlight for the month of February will be KINDNESS.  This will be a particularly helpful virtue for us all to practice this month for Valentines Day!  Congratulations to all students whose extra efforts and ‘acts of kindness towards others’ are recognized with Totem Triumphs!  Thanks also to all staff who recently contributed their ‘favorite quotes’ to the AWESOME feature board in the main hallway. SPECIAL THANKS to Mr. and  Mrs. El-Halabi of ‘Lou’s & Sue’s Pizza’ who are donating a number of pizzas to us each month.  We are going to use these as prize draws from our Totem Triumphs to recognize students for practicing our Virtues!!

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
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We really want to thank Mr.Weiss and Mlle. Sterling for their volunteering to coach basketball. Also to  Mr. McDonald & Mr. Weiss for coaching our Journal Indoor Games Running Teams as well !
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Please note that the Westlock District  Science Fair is on Tuesday, March 20.  If you are able to help out as a judge please contact Mrs. Jones at school. The Edmonton Regional Science Fair is April 14-15 on the NAIT campus.  Good Luck to all of our budding scientists!


FAMILY DANCE
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 The CPF (Canadian Parents for French) is proud to announce that the 21st.Annual Family Dance is scheduled for Feb. 24 from 7-9 PM. The theme this year is DISCO! There will be raffle tables as well as a concession.  Admission is $2/person. Students must be accompanied by an adult. Please contact us at cpfwestlock@gmail.com if you wish to donate an item to the raffle table or can volunteer to help.


AWARD WINNER

Congratulations to Mrs. Sandra Lea who was the Master Teacher for PHRD for the month of January!  Interesting how both Mrs. Lea and last month’s winner <also from our school – Mr. Fraser> both have such a passion for music and love sharing it with our students !


PROGRESS REPORTS
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As our ongoing transition with communicating student progress continues, some of you will be serving as ‘test pilots’ <2S & 2Ar> shortly with accessing information on-line with Powerschool.  Our goal is to have all classes having something available with this technological tool by mid-March or so. We will be continuing with other forms of communication as well – either written or verbal. All classes will be <or have been> updated by mid-February.  Please contact your child’s teacher directly if you require more information. The next round of PTS interviews are on March 12/14.
SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL


Special thanks to Madisen Osbourne-Layton and Natan Bickert, students at RF Staples who outlined to Council last night their upcoming ‘Anti-Bullying’   presentations which will be offered to Gr. 5 & 6 classes. Our Council was very impressed <& appreciative> of the efforts of these two outstanding students from our school system.  Thanks also to their leader, Mrs. Teri Egert, also from RF for heading up this project! 


We also discussed some possiblities for honouring Dr. Doug Fleming in our school.  Dr. Fleming has done so much on behalf of our students that it will be easy to ensure that his memory stays with us!  Discussions also involved the next round of upgrades to Fox & Rocks Park.  We will be continuing this discussion next month as have some ideas to pursue and get specs on.


Also discussed was feedback from the PHRD Planning Day held earlier this week.  Students of PHRD have helped identify strategies to further enhance our Assessment offerings to fully engage student learning and achieve success for ALL students!
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WHAT A TREMENDOUS RESPONCE TO THE KNOCKDOWN CANCER DRIVE !! GOING TO TAKE A WHILE TO TALLY UP THE TOTALS BUT SUPER JOB EVERYONE !!!

COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

1. FAMILY GYM NIGHT–February 3 6:30-8:00 PM – RF Staples Main Gym – Bring indoor Shoes.

2. Westlock Municipal Library  is starting up a LEGO CLUB and is collecting Lego pieces that you are no longer using.  Please drop off during library hours.

3. PARENTING SPIRITED CHILDREN – Wed., Feb. 15 from 12:30-2:30 PM at the Parent Link Centre.  Please pre-register @ 780 307-2444.


AGES AND STAGES FAIR

In preparation for this worthwhile community event <in mid-March> please note that clothing donations start on Feb. 27 and can be made to the SPICE program at WES.  Book donations can be dropped of at WES Library.


PARKING LOT SAFETY
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Thanks to everyone for slowing down and being diligent about pedestrian safety in the parking lot.  The next issue to be aware of is that there IS a HANDICAPPED spot available for those who require it.  We would appreciate you ensuring that this stall isn’t used for ‘non-handicapped’ use!



ROBOTICS CLUB


WOW !!! What a great job everyone.  All students involved represented our school and community SO well at the competition at NAIT in Edmonton two Saturdays ago. With over 45 teams we even had a third and a ninth placing!  Very cool for elementary aged students to do so well!


Special thanks to our staff coordinator Mme. Margaret Benham for her work with this project.  Also to her helpers from staff Mrs. Shelly Guelly and Mr. Darren Michalczuk.  The number of parent volunteers is just outstanding.  Special thanks to Mrs. Sue Roswell, Mrs. Coral King-Hunter, Mr. Dion Barry, and Mrs. Sue Nicolle. Also this year we had a number of RF students helping who deserve our thanks– Matti Gatzki, Josh Barry, and Kiley Weir!



STAFFING CHANGES

With the promotion of Mrs. Shirley Craig to Regional Office as Coordinator of Inclusive Practices, we have made some internal changes.


Everyone who knows Shirley is so aware of what a special lady she is – and while we will miss her tremendously we are also so proud that she can now share her passions with other schools and other students!  Fortunately WES will still be within her new domain so we’ll still get to see her!


With Shirley’s departure we were able to second Mrs. Paddy Zadunayski into the Associate Principal position.  Mrs. Z has an outstanding background as an Assessment Coach with training in specialty literacy AND numeracy projects.  She is also bilingual and is on her final Masters project.  Now we can share her expertise with ALL staff!


The final domino in this exercise was replacing Mrs. Z which we were also VERY fortunate with as Mrs. Melissa Howitt was available.  Mrs. Howitt is a superior instructor who has had a number of very successful placements with us in the past.  We know that students and parents of the new ‘3-H’ are going to appreciate her efforts!

Enjoy February Everyone !!


SCIENCE FAIR














